
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SEND Support  

 
A child or young person has SEND if they 

have a learning difficulty or disability which 
calls for special educational provision to be 

made for them 

 

SENCO: Phil Rhodes 
 
 



 

 

Cognition and Learning 
Cognition refers to the thinking skills and thought processes that a child has acquired 
through their prior experience. Learning needs are on a continuum and can vary 
across subjects and situations. Children with learning needs may learn at a slower 
pace than their peers despite appropriate differentiation. Learning difficulties can be 
general or specific and related to one or more areas of the curriculum. Difficulties may 
be short- term in one or more areas or severe and long term.  
SpLD such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia come under this umbrella term.  
 

 

What do the Codes mean?  
 

Code on SIMS / 
Praising Stars / 

Edukey 
Description 

No SEN 
/ N 

No SEN or N means that the student is not currently identified as having SEND needs, 
they do not require support additional to or different than other students 

K 

Students who have special educational needs (SEN) but do not have an EHCP, 
have provision made for them in school through ‘SEN Support’ this is coded as 
K.  
SEN Support forms part of a graduated response to need. We assess the 
needs of children, and then provide appropriate support by the system. 
High quality teaching, differentiated for individual pupils, is the first step in 
responding to pupils who have or may have SEN. this is Wave 1 teaching, a 
student on J receives support that is additional to the normal levels of support 
or different than that that students without a K code receives 

T 
Students who are in the process of the plan, do, review cycles of assessment with the 
outcome being an application for an EHCP are coded as T; this means that are 
transitioning from SEND support to an EHCP 

E 

Students who have an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) are always identified by 
the letter E on the School Systems and a copy of their plan will be available on Edukey 
for all relevant staff to access.  These students receive support greater than that of 
those students who are on K or T codes, the plan is produced and monitored by the 
Local Authority 

 
 
 

Within the SEND Code of Practice there are 4 broad areas of need 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Communication and Interaction 
This includes Children and Young People with Speech, Language and communication 
needs (SLCN) have difficulty communicating with others. This may be because they 
have difficulty with actual speech, difficult saying what they want to, understanding 
what is being said to them or they do not understand or use social rules of 
communication. They may have difficulty with one, some or all different aspects of 
SLCN at different times of their lives. 
Children with a diagnosis of ASD come under this umbrella term. 



 

 

Sensory and Physical Difficulties 
Sensory needs, which can be hearing loss (HI) and/or visual impairments (VI) or 
sensory processing difficulties, can occur for a variety of reasons e.g. congenital 
conditions (some progressive) injury or disease. The important consideration in this 
area is the degree to which the difficulties impact on a child’s ability to access 
educational opportunities.  
A child with a physical difficulty may have a diagnosed medical condition which affects 
them physically.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Students are coded on their primary need, but may have coexisting conditions. 
 

Area of Need Difficulties within this Area of Need  
Specific Learning 
Difficulties (SpLD) 

Or 
Severe Learning Difficulty 

(SLD). 
 

A range of difficulties such as Dyslexia/Dyspraxia/Dyscalculia/Irlen Syndrome/Developmental 
Delay/Global Delay.  
The evidence of need: Pupils should have an official diagnosis from a medical professional external to the 
school system, such as an Occupational Therapist, an Educational Psychologist or a Dyslexia Assessor.  

Moderate Learning 
Difficulty (MLD) 

General difficulties with understanding and comprehension across some areas of the curriculum, 
requiring short term interventions such as small group work, or extra time to complete tasks and 
homework.  

Autism (ASD) 
Pupils with an official Diagnosis of Autism (ASD) from the Community Pediatrics Team who struggle with 
communication, social interaction and/or repetitive and restricted patterns of behaviour.  

Speech Language and 
Communication Need 

(SLCN) 

Pupils who have difficulties with their speech and language who may have spent time with a speech 
therapist or required intervention with their communication.  

Social Emotional and 
Mental Health Difficulties 

(SEMH) 

Pupils who have an official diagnosis of a range of difficulties from the Community Pediatrics or Child 
Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHs).   
This could include diagnosis such as, ADHD, Tourette’s Syndrome/Tic Disorder, Attachment, Anxiety and 
Depression.  

Visual Impairment (VI) or 
Hearing Impairment (HI) 

A medical diagnosis outlining a sensory need such as a pupil with hearing difficulties who may need the 
use of hearing aids (but not grommets) or visual needs such as someone who is blind or partially blind 
and will need tasks differentiating.  

Physical Disability (PD) 
Pupils who have a medical diagnosis identifying a physical disability that has a limitation on their physical 
functioning.  

Profound and Multiple 
Learning Difficulty 

(PMLD) 

Pupils who have pronounced development delay who also have significant physical and sensory 
impairments.  

Other Difficulty 
This could cover a range of other difficulties that young people may need teachers and pastoral staff to 
monitor progress. For example, Colour Vision Deficiency/Colour Blindness, Visual Stress, English as an 
Additional Language (EAL) or a Medical Need.  

 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) 
SEMH replaced the term ‘Behaviour, Emotional and Social Difficulties’ and covers a 
wider range of need. Young people may experience a wide range of SEMH difficulties, 
which manifest themselves in many ways. These may include becoming withdrawn or 
isolated, as well as displaying challenging, disruptive or distressing behaviours. These 
behaviours may reflect underlying mental health difficulties.  
This may include young people who have mental health difficulties such as anxiety or 
depression, self-harming, substance misuse, eating disorders of physical symptoms 
that are medically unexplained. Others may have disorders such as attention deficit 

disorder (ADD) attention deficit hyperactive disorder (ADHD) or attachment disorders.  


